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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the AMENDMENT entered on April 23, 2004 
for patent application (09/819,329). 

2. Based on the persuasive argument presented by the applicant, rejections based 
on the newly cited references follow. 

3. The pending claims 1-13, and 15-19 are examined herein as follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-11. 13 and 15-16, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Pat 6,638,313 to Freeman et al. 
With regard to claim 1 : 
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Freeman is related to managing personal electronic information which uses a 
time-ordered stream as a storage model and stream filters to organize, locate 
summarize and monitor incoming information (column 3, lines 65-column 4, lines 9). 

Freeman discloses a method for accessing said personal electronic information 
from the storage model. 

Freeman's method includes among other steps, displaying a stack of partially 
overlapping images that are directly representative of display information of a plurality 
of said personal electronic information from the storage model (see Fig. 1), including 
presenting only a portion of said display information for each said Image that Is 
overlapped by another said image in said displayed stack (Fig. 1). 

Freeman's method further includes a dynamic operation that provides automatic 
monitoring of information (column 5, lines 1-13). The method further includes as a user 
slides the mouse pointer 10 over the document representations (thumbnails), the X 
windows (operating system) automatically tracks each path (screen coordinate values) 
of the cursor and displays a glance at each document (column 6, lines 38-50). 

Freeman's method also includes revealing (glancing) an increased portion of 
each said images in response to detecting that said display Icon is positioned In 
alignment with said image (see the revealed document 100 in Fig. 1, column 6, lines 
30-44). Freeman's method also includes said revealing being triggered just by moving 
or sliding the mouse cursor over the stacked documents, that is no other input, such as 
clicking the mouse button by the user is not required (column 15, lines 28-33). 
With regard to claim 2: 
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As illustrated n Fig. 1, Freeman further discloses displaying said displayed stack 
(Fig. 1) Includes presenting only a minor portion of each image, with an exception of a 
foremost image in said displayed stack (Fig. 1), said memory-stored Items being image 
documents, wherein each said sequential presentation of said increased portions of 
said images (see the cascaded arrangement of Fig. 1) is an automated response that 
Is based merely on positioning of said display cursor so as to sequentially vary said 
foremost image during said sliding (scanning ) (column 6, lines 38-50, column 15, lines 
21-33). 

With regard to claim 3: 

Freeman further discloses that said images in said displayed stack are a subset 
of available images in storage (column 15, lines 38-41). 

Freeman further discloses a slider 20 with past (back or decrement) and future 
(forward or increment) arrow icons. Aligning or fixing the cursor on the (forward or 
increment) arrow icon (see slider, Fig. 1) for a set period of time, the method enables 
incrementing the remaining subset document forward within said storage of images in 
response to detecting that said display Icon has been in fixed (alignment) with said 
incrementing icon for a set period of time (column 7, lines 60-66). 

Freeman further discloses fixing (aligning) the cursor on the past (back or 
decrement) arrow icon (see slider, Fig. 1) for a set period of time, the method enables 
decrementing the remaining subset document backward within said storage of images 
in response to detecting that said display Icon has been in fixed (alignment) with said 
decrementing icon for a set period of time (column 7, lines 60-66). 
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Freeman further discloses user will be able to view different stacks of said 
available images mages accessed from storage during incrementing and decrementing 
the stacks (column 7, lines 50-66). 
With regard to claim 4: 

Freeman also discloses scrolling through each said image in said displayed stack 
during said set period of time, including revealing each said image In entirety during 
said set period of time before a different stack is displayed (column 6, lines 38-50, 
column 7, lines 50-66). 
With regard to claim 5: 

Freeman further discloses that said displaying and glancing (revealing) are 
directed to a first window area of a display screen (Fig. 1 ), Freeman further discloses 
that opening a specific memory-stored item In response to a selection of a specific 
image in said displayed stack (see Fig. 1 , the selected image/document 100 is shown, 
column 7, lines 50-66). Freeman further discloses said specific memory stored item 
being directly related to said specific Image, said opening of said specific memory 
stored Item occurring in a second window area of said display screen (column 6, lines 
43-50). For example, as illustrated Fig. 1, the selected image/document 100 is shown 
offset to the side (second) of window area. 
With regard to claim 6: 

Freeman further discloses that displaying said stack of images (Fig. 1) Includes 
presenting thumbnail images from video files (document comprises video files, see 
column 14, lines 36-39) and wherein said step of opening said specific memory-stored 
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item includes running a specific video file when a directly related thumbnail image is 

selected (see Fig. 1, (column 6, lines 43-50). 
With regard to claim 7: 

Freeman further discloses that increased portions of said images includes 
generating pop-up images above said stack as said display icon is moved into 
alignment with said images In said displayed stack. Freeman further discloses that the 
glancing or revealing further including preserving said images in said displayed stack 
such that said displayed remains Intact while said pop-up images are generated 
(column 6, lines 43-50). As illustrated In Fig. 1, the stack remains intact even during 
document 100 are pop out from the stack that is no rearrangement of the stack is 
required. 

With regard to claim 8: 

Freeman further discloses that presenting document, wherein document 
comprises file information (column 14, lines 36-39) accessed from memory. Again, the 
file information presentations is in correspondence with said revealing of said increased 
portions of said images, that is, as illustrated in Fig. 1, document 100 (or file 
information) is reveling by showing its image. 
With regard to claim 9: 

Freeman also describes that his invention is also implemented in a 

client/server architecture running over the Internet, including a client application. 

Furthermore, Freeman discloses that the step of displaying, tracking and revealing are 
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implemented from a web page of the World Wide Web environment (column 3, lines 
11-16). 

With regard to claim 10: 

Freeman further discloses the sep of enabling manipulation of file storage 
and transfer in response to user-initiated designations directed toward said displayed 
stack (column 16, lines 31-46). As user slides the displayed cursor over the stack user 
will be able to glance the image of each document accessed or transferred from the 
memory storage. 
With regard to claim 1 1 : 

Freeman also discloses a computer system (column 2, lines 49-61) including 
among other things a display device (Fig. 1). 

Freeman also discloses a source of image files (column 2, lines 42-50, column 2, 
lines 49-61, column 4, lines 9-24). 

Freeman also discloses at least one document stream operating system 
processor enabled to manipulate said Image files from said source for visual 
presentation at said display device (column 2, lines 18-65, Fig. 1). 

Freeman also disclose a cursor-control device (Fig. 1, #10) and an operatively 
associated driver program (controlled by document stream operating system) 
accessible by said at least one processor to manipulate movement of a cursor along 
said display device (column 6, lines 38-42, column 15, lines 28-33). 
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Freeman also discloses computer programming accessible by said at least one 
document stream operating system processor to provide instructions for manipulating 
said image files from said source (column 3, lines 1-11). 

Freeman further discloses that said computer programming being cooperative 
with said at least one processor to generate a display of a stack of said image files at 
said display device such that said stack includes overlapping representations of a 
plurality of associated said image files from said source (column 3, lines 13-30, column 
4, lines 62-65, see also Fig. 1). 

Freeman further discloses that said computer programming being cooperative 
with said at least one processor to respond directly to alignment of said cursor with said 
display of said stack by generating a user-selected Image of a representation on which 
said cursor resides (column 6, lines 38-42, column 8, lines 3-6, column 15, lines 28-33), 
said user-selected image being misaligned (see the offset document 100, Fig. 1) with 
respect to said representations in said stack and being a display of the specific image 
file associated with said representation on which said cursor resides (see Fig. 1 , column 
15, lines 28-33). 

Freeman further discloses that said computer programming includes a 
cursor-detection (document stream operating system tracks the each movement of a 
cursor) that is sensitive to positioning of said cursor to generate said user selected 
image based merely an said sliding (positioning) of said cursor (column 15, lines 28-33). 
Freeman further describes that external applications (column 6, lines 51-58) are used to 
view and edit the generated documents, which the user can select by clicking (a second 
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user-initiated designation) on the documents graphical representation. For example by 
clicking on document representation 100 (Fig. 1), user will be able to open and the view 
the document (column 6, lines 51-58). As disclosed by Freeman the opening (view and 
edit) a document is implemented by external applications (by clicking on the document), 
whereas the generation of said user selected image are executed separately and 
differently (e.g., without clicking on the document). 
With regard to claim 13: 

Freeman discloses the use of a pointing device or conventional mouse input to 
manipulate the displayed application (see Fig. 1, #10). 
With regard to claim 15: 

Freeman discloses that said computer programming further includes a slider 20 
(stack-Incrementing module) that is responsive to said positioning of said cursor (a) to 
sequentially scroll through said representations in said stack (Fig. 1) with respect to 
generating a sequence of said user-selected images (column 3, lines 17-33, column 15, 
lines 28-33). Freeman further discloses generating a succession of said stacks (as 
cursor remains for a set period time, column 7, lines 60-66) in which each subsequent 
stack is presented following said sequential scrolling through said representations In an 
Immediately preceding stack (column 6, lines 38-50, column 7, lines 60-66). 
With regard to claim 16: 

Freeman discloses a method of accessing stored image files comprising the 
steps of: displaying an arrangement of images In which regions of rearward images are 
partially covered by forward Images (see the arrangement of images in Fig. 1 ), said 
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images in said arrangement being "first-level Images" that correspond to said image 
files (the stacked images of Fig. 1 are the "first-level Images"). 

Freeman also discloses displaying "a second-level Image" each time that a user 
manipulated indicator is positioned in perceived contact with an exposed region of a 
"first-level image", said displayed "second-level image" being at least partially offset 
from said arrangement and having a direct correspondence with the first-level image 
with which said user-manipulated indicator is in perceived contact (the offset image 100 
(glanced image) of Fig. 1 is the "second-level Images"). 

Freeman further discloses displaying a "third-level image" each time that a 
"second-level image" is selected, including opening the stored image file that 
corresponds to say second-level image, which is selected (column 6, lines 51-58). As 
described by Freeman external application is used to view and edit the glanced image 
100 ("second -level image"), which reads on the claimed "third-level image". 
With regard to claim 18: 

Freeman further discloses that said step of displaying said arrangement includes 
forming a stack of axially aligned overlapping first-level Images (see Fig. 1 , the stacked 
images), said step of displaying said second-level image (see Fig. 1, the offset image 
100) including exposing an entirety of said first-level image et a position adjacent to said 
stack and within a same window as said stack. For example as seen in Fig. 1 , the offset 
image 100 (second-level image) and the rest of the stack (first-level images) are shown 
in a single window (see Fig. 1). 
With regard to claim 19: 
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Freeman further discloses that the step presenting file information (such as name 
of the image) regarding the corresponding image file for each second-level image that is 
displayed (column 2, lines 24-29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat 
6,638,313 to Freeman et al in view of US Pat No 6768,999 to Prager et al. 

Claim 12 calls for said source of images is a stored library of digital photographs. 
While Freeman describes that a document can contain any type of data including but 
not limited to pictures, correspondence, bills, movies, voice mail and software programs 
(column 4, lines 9-24), but Freeman does not describe that said document (or source of 
images) being a stored library of digital photographs. Prager, on the other hand, 
describes an information item or asset in his system can be any type-a file, an email 
message, bookmark, IRL, memo, draft, scanned image, calendar note, photo, shopping 
list, voicemail, rolodex or business card, a video clip, etc (column 2, lines 1-5). 

Freeman and Prager are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, that is stream based information management system. 



Application/Control Number: 09/819,326 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2173 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the photo document of Prager with document of Freeman 
because as described by Freeman (column 4, lines 9-24), since Freeman's document is 
not limited to any type of data, thus incorporating the photo document will enable 
Freeman to work with a variety type of document and creates content richer 
environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Freeman with Prager to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 13. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat 
6,638,313 to Freeman et al in view of US Pat No 6,360,1 16 to Jackson, Jr. et al. 
With regard to claim 17: 

The claim requires "said first-level images, second-level image, and third-level 
image are displayed simultaneously on a computer screen." Freeman discloses 
simultaneously displaying both the stacked images (first-level images) and the selected 
image 100 from the stack (second -level image) on a computer screen as shown in Fig. 
1, Furthermore, Freeman does teach "a third-level image", that is, external application 
are used to view (enlarged image) and edit the glanced image 100 ("second-level 
image"), wherein the image to be viewed or edited is the claimed "third-level image". 
However Freeman does not mentioned simultaneously displaying the stacked images 
(first-level images), the selected image 100 from the stack (second -level image) and 
the "third-level image. Jackson, Jr ("Jackson"), on the other side, discloses said first- 
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level images, second-level image, and third-level image are displayed simultaneously 
on a computer screen (column 2, lines 49-61 , Fig. 7). 

Jackson and Freeman are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, that is image manipulation. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the simultaneously display feature as described in Jackson 
with the graphical user interface of Freeman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide multiple 
views of a target image/images and facilitates operation on the target image (Jackson, 
column 2, lines 49-61). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Freeman with Jackson to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 17. 
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CONCLUSION 

7. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R § 
1 .1 1 1 (c) to consider these reference fully when responding to this action. The 
documents cited, Bates et al (US 5,377,317), Jaaskelainen, Jr. (US 5,835,088), and 
Filetto et al (US 6,300,951 ) describe features related to independent claims 1 , and 1 1 . 
These claims include, among others, cascaded or overlapped application windows, 
wherein when one of the application windows is selected, the selected application 
window will be in focus. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
2799. The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:00 - 6.8:30 ET. If 
attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at (703) 308-31 16 Art Unit 2173 CPK 2-4A51 . 

9. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



July 29, 2004 





